
READ ALOUD 
a comprehensive guide



● Lingered (page 1)
● Snippets (page 2)
● Grimy (page 2)
● Piqued (page 4)
● Exhilarated (page 5)
● Entranced (page 8)
● Gawking (page 8)

● “During the day, snippets of 
his neighbors lives leaked 
through the thin doors…” 
(page 2)

● “The only sounds were a grimy 
lightbulb that buzzed like an 
angry hornet…” (page 2)

● “At the time, it was like his 
body was not his own, but a 
moth drawn to the flickering 
lights of the television.” (page 
8)

● Page 3: What do you think 
Alex is trying to get rid of?

● Page 5: Why does Alex like 
creepy things so much?

● Page 7: Do you think the 
lady lured Alex to her 
apartment? Why?

● Page 10: Why do you think 
the witch trapped him? 
What does she want from 
him?

● Class Discussion: Do you think you would have fallen for the 
witches trick? Why or why not?

CHAPTER 1:VOCABULARY

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

GUIDING QUESTIONS

“He turned in his seat, moving 
impossibly slow, hoping to make 
a mad dash for the door.” 
(page 9)

MENTOR SENTENCE

AFTER READING ACTIVITIES

The Wrong Floor



● Dread (page 12)
● Ferocity (page 13)
● Morbid (page 13)
● Gruesome (page 19) ● “Curious what would 

happen, Alex lifted his 
backpack and watched its 
twin rise into the air like a 
prop in a haunted house.” 
(page 14)

● “The wheels of his brain 
spun madly, trying to 
process the giant wrecking 
ball that had just tilted his 
world askew.” (page 15)

● STOP after Page 15: Why 
does the apartment shake 
when Alex screams? Is there 
an earthquake or was it the 
magic apartment?

● Page 18: Why do you think 
Natacha won’t let Alex go?

● Page 19: What does Alex 
mean when he says that 
there is a difference 
between story scary and 
real scary?

● Page 20: Make a prediction: 
what is Alex going to do with 
the information the strange 
figure gives him? “She likes 
stories.”

●

CHAPTER 2:VOCABULARY

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

GUIDING QUESTIONS

“He slammed the door shut with 
such ferocity that the empty 
hangers tinkled together in 
response.” (page 13)

MENTOR SENTENCE

AFTER READING ACTIVITIES

The Voice at the Door



● Adversity (page 21)
● Resignation (page 22)
● Absentmindedly (page 29)

● After a painful landing, 
Alex looked behind him 
and saw the legs of the 
bed wrapped around his 
ankles like vines.” (page 
22)

● Page 21-22: What plan does 
Alex come up with to get 
out of the apartment? Do 
you think it will work?

● Page 25: The title of the story 
is Nightbooks. What are 
nightbooks according to 
Alex? 

● Page 26: What was Alex’s 
first story about? What did 
you think of it?

● Make a prediction: What 
does Natacha mean when 
she says “Tomorrow your real 
work begins?”

● Writing Activity: Finish the story Lost Dog. Add at least one more 
paragraph describing what happens after the roller coaster starts 
to go down the hill. Make sure your content is school appropriate.

CHAPTER 3:VOCABULARY

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

GUIDING QUESTIONS

“She continued to stare at him, 
absentmindedly tweezing a 
strand of shadows from the arm 
of the magic chair and 
spooling it around her index 
finger.” (page 29)

MENTOR SENTENCE

AFTER READING ACTIVITIES

The Thing Inside the Backpack



● Vantage (page 33)
● Accentuated (page 33)
● Condescending (page 34)
● Tomes (page 35)
● Embossed (page 35)
● Paraphernalia (page 36)

● “It gazed down at Alex like 
a queen from her throne.” 
(page 33)

● “It did not purr, or show 
any sign of pleasure 
whatsoever, but rather 
bore his touch like some 
kind of foul-tasting 
medicine best swallowed 
as quickly as possible.” 
(page 34)

● Page 34: How was the room 
different in the morning than 
it was yesterday? How does 
Alex find this out?

● Page 36: How does Alex feel 
about creepy things? How is 
this different from a lot of 
other children?

● Page 37: What did the cat 
get upset about? Why was 
the cat there to begin with?

● Page 40: Make a prediction: 
Is Natacha trying to unlock 
the door to the coat closet? 
Who else could it be?

●

CHAPTER 4:VOCABULARY

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

GUIDING QUESTIONS

“It wasn’t a metallic sound like 
a normal key would 
make---more like chalk clicking 
against a blackboard.” (page 
40)

MENTOR SENTENCE

AFTER READING ACTIVITIES

A Room of Dark Wonders



● Mulled (page 42)
● Vizier (page 43)
● Grappled (page 48)

● “Yasmin rolled her eyes, 
like an older sister saddled 
with babysitting duty.” 
(page 46)

● “Dust motes falling like 
snow. The musty smell of 
pages begging to be 
turned.” (page 49)

● Page 44: Who is Yasmin? 
How is she similar to Alex?

● Page 45: Who is Lenore? 
What does she do around 
the house for Natacha?

● Page 49: What is behind the 
door that Yasmin opened 
with the bone key?

● Page 50: What will Alex be 
doing “all day, every day?” 

●

CHAPTER 5:VOCABULARY

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

GUIDING QUESTIONS

“A narrow wooden staircase 
wound upward in tight spirals 
past hundreds of book-lined 
shelves, the ceiling a barely 
visible dot in the distance.” 
(page 48)

MENTOR SENTENCE

AFTER READING ACTIVITIES

The Other Prisoner



● Sauntered (page 54)
● Tantalizing (page 54)
● Languorously (page 55)

● “It made a big sucking 
sound, like a shoe 
embedded in mud, but 
refused to budge.” (page 
57)

● Page 58: What does Alex try 
to do when Natacha returns 
to the apartment? How 
does that go for him?

● Page 64: Why did Alex want 
to destroy his nightbooks? 
Have you ever felt like Alex 
did?

● Mr. Boots Writing Activity: Write an alternate ending OR continue 
the story of Mr. Boots. 

CHAPTER 6:VOCABULARY

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

GUIDING QUESTIONS

“Alex thought it was how a 
cobra might smile if equipped 
with lips and two full rows of 
teeth.” (page 62)

MENTOR SENTENCE

AFTER READING ACTIVITIES

The Misting Room



lingered
Nightbooks Vocabulary: CH 1   

snippets
Nightbooks Vocabulary: CH 1 

grimy
Nightbooks Vocabulary: CH 1

piqued
Nightbooks Vocabulary: CH 1

Print onto colored paper and laminate



exhilarated
Nightbooks Vocabulary: CH 1   

entranced
Nightbooks Vocabulary: CH 1 

gawking
Nightbooks Vocabulary: CH 1

dread
Nightbooks Vocabulary: CH 2

Print onto colored paper and laminate
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MENTOR SENTENCE
Name: _________________________________________________ Date: _______________________________

He turned in his seat, moving impossibly slow, hoping to 
make a mad dash for the door. ~Page 9 (Nightbooks)

Complete each section below using your mentor sentence. 

NOTICE

He   turned    in    his    seat   ,   moving

   impossibly    slow  ,  hoping   to   make   a   mad 

dash   for   the   door  . 

REVISE

IMITATE



MENTOR SENTENCE
Name: _________________________________________________ Date: _______________________________

“He slammed the door shut with such ferocity that the empty 
hangers tinkled together in response.” ~Page 13 (Nightbooks)

Complete each section below using your mentor sentence. 

NOTICE

He   slammed    the    door    shut    with

   such    ferocity   that   the   empty   hangers    

tinkled   together   in   response  . 

REVISE

IMITATE
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NIGHTBOOKS: The Lost Dog
Name: _________________________________________________ Date: _______________________________

Finish the story Lost Dog. Add at least one more paragraph describing what happens after 
the roller coaster starts to go down the hill. Make sure your content is school appropriate.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________


